Approved For Release 2004/02/10 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000700050008-1 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

INFORMATION REPORT 

SECRET 

25X1 I 


This Document contains Information affecting the Na- 
tional Defense of the United States, within the mean- 
ing of Title 18, Sections 793 and 794, of the U.S. Code, as 
amended. Its transmission or revelation of its contents 
to or receipt by an unauthorized person is prohibited 
by law. The reproduction of this form Is prohibited. 


25X1 A 


COUNTRY 

Rumania 

SUBJECT 

Health and Sanitary Conditions 


in Crihalma 


25X1 C 


DATE OF INFO. 
PLACE ACQUIRED 


REPORT NO. | | 

DATE DISTR. 20 March 1953 

NO. OF PAGES 5 25X1 A 

REQUIREMENT NO. 

REFERENCES 


THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE. 
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. 

(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE) 


25X1X 

25X1 


1 . 


General 

Crihalma 
In 1952, 


occupies an area of l£ square kilometers, 
the village had a population of 1,000. The population was decreas- 

slow exodus of the population toward the cities, particularly 


ing gradually, A . _ 

Bucharest, was taking place. There was very little traffic through the town; 
it was connected by railroad to Stalin (Brasov), Fagaras and Sighisoara. No 
airfields were nearby. 


Community Health Problems 

2. From 1900 until 1945, the birth rate was about 7 or 8 per 1,000, It then rose 
to 9 or 10 per 1,000, and in 1950-1952 it was 8 per 1,000. There were many 
marriages in the immediate postwar period. Each family usually had one or 
two children. 


3. Since 1900, the death rate has averaged about 10 per 1,000. The infant 
mortality rate was about 80 per 1,000. One reason for this high figure was 
the presence of about 10 families of gypsies whose babies were exposed to the 
very unhygienic living conditions of their people. Fifty percent of all deaths 
in the village were the result of old age. People lived regularly to the age 
of 70 to 85; women usually lived longer than men. Other causes of death were 
heart disease, infant mortality, tuberculosis, and cancer. Hypertensive 
vascular disease was also an important cause of death. p. 
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4. The resistance of the populace to disease mss very low because of a 
conblnatiohof work, great moral pressure, and bad food. In the last 
eight years, three villagers have died from hypertension; two women 
died from post-partum hemorrhage. There has been one death from ' : 
typhoid In the last fire years; no deaths hare occurred fro* cholera, 
typhus, plague, yellow f erer, leprosy, smallpox, malaria, or any type 
of' dysentery. One person died of tuberculosis, and one other was 
seriously affected by It. In 1944, six children died fro® the sane 
unspecified disease, presumably of bacillary origin. Only measles 
and scarlet ferer were considered endemic. 

Water 

5. There was no public water system In the rlllage . The houses In town 
and the small rural dwellings, known as gospoderla, usually had a well 
In the yard. This well was approximately 10 m. deep* and the water 
supply depended on the amount of rainfall. The water had a high 
calcium content and was very hard. There were several wells In the 
center of town which had very good potable water. Rost of the people 
obtained their drinking water from these wells. The water from the 
wells In the back yards was given to the animals or was used for 
washing. The wells In the center of the town have recently been 
fitted with pumps and the water has acquired a rubbery taste. 


good 

6. There was only one store In the town. This served as a combination 
restaurant, grocery and Inn. It was not inspected by a physician. 

It was fairly clean hut was not hygienic as regards the washing of 
eating utensils. 

7. The village had about 600 milk animals, both cows and water buffalo. 
The farmer had to give the State 200 to 300 liters of milk per year 
for each milk-giving animal owned* even If the anlmatl did not supply 
milk. This tax could be and was' arbitrarily increased at any time. 
The milk was brought to one State dairy located In tbs village where 
It was centrifuged; the lighter fraction was sent to SlgMsoart 
where payment was made. All farmers drank milk and ate cheese 
morning and night with corn meal* as a regular diet . To sy knowledge 
the cows In the village have never been tuberculin tested. 

8. There were many cases of foot and mouth disease among the cattle, 

25 xi | | brucellosis was also widespread. 
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9, There were two cases of anthrax in the village; three men were 

Infected by the disease from handling hides from the Infected cattle. 

Disposal System and Peat Control 

10. The village had no sewage disposal system. Houses had either water 
closets or outhouses. These outhouses were frequently located near 
the family wells. The doctors never called attention to the need for 
separation of the outhouse from the well, nor did the farmers ever 
seek advice from them concerning the location of their wells, 

11, In the winter* human excreta were regularly used as fertiliser for 
the gardens in the village. This job was usually performed by a 
hired gypsy or a poor farmer. Cattle manure and urine were also 
used to fertilise the fields. 
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12 , 


There was no special garbage collection. Each man had to teep hie 

own dwelling elean. Garbage was usually !™ k aiso^ 

through the town. The dead were buried. Dead animals were also 

buried. . .. - ' - 


13. The town had many flies and mosquitoes, but no : -ts^Th ere was 
the large number of cats, there were very few mice and rats. There was 

no system of pest control in the village . 

Medical and Hospital Facilities 

14. in 1952, Crihalma belonged to the Ctt£iulata /^556N-25l6^ cl^^®scriptie 

(district), but had formerly bee ® ® u ^i£i" a £2 .Slats ^The” 
2516H7, and also the Tiousul Veehiu A556N-2506E/ districts . The 

village had np physioian; the people had tod *P*“ a °” a h ® patients" 
in Cueiulata, the district oity, for medioal assistance . Patients 
were hospitalized in Rupea Z 560 ^-^!^ or Sighisoara. The village 
had no supply of drugs j the nearest stoek of drugs was in Rupea, 

18' km. away. 



.Local ■liiSiiith and Welfare Administration 

16. 

25X1 


The nearest Public Health Office waB in 0 «olulaj». Wnls one 

physioian who carried p ut the Ministry of Heitltiu — 

25xi Dr. (fnu) CRA0 INU~ha8~peen district doctor but ‘is now neaa pnyexcxJ 
of the Raoos /5605N-2533E7 


25X1 

17. 


18. 


There was an anti-TB dispensary at Cuoiulata whloh ,maintainedgoad 
records on patients afflicted with tuberoulosis • _ Veneraal^diaeaae 
was ; no. problem in the village. One death occurred from syphili 
three years ago In a child who had been brought to town from 
Bucharest. 

No maternity, ohild care or sanitation program was Zt 

was a common praotioe for mothers in the village to give 

children opium to make them sleep. D i > ^? t <5 J 0 ®S®JJ 1 * e rj g 5ublS tly 
being changed, and the people had no desire to oonsult the public 
health doctor because they lacked confidence in him. ^e had no 

medical supplies available to him at his i^Sni*Sfions were 

communicable disease was regularly falsified. No imunizatlons were 
carried out in the village, other than smallpox vaccination for 
children. 

Health 

19. Health conditions and sanitation in Crihalina w ®re poor, ^here was 
no local physioian or hospital. There were no dentists 
neonia <a teeth were poor. There have been two oases pf pfychiatrlo 
diSSase in the last 20 yiars. One was a suicidal manic-depressive. 

of . m°*. i.rioua nmtur. In r...nt you. fnolud. t*° 
drownlngs, and one death from lightnings ■> 

Miscellaneous 

20 The village had a seven-year elementary sohool, but only, one teacher j 

20 * the years of schooling have now been reduced to four. Beoausa of 
the anti-communistic attitude of the people, no progress was 
expected In the sohool system » 
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21. This attached sketch 7®iclosure shOws the general appearance of 
the vjJLllage °f Crlhalma, _ 

Point ;#1 The house of the village official 

#2 The Orthodox Church . 

#3 The drinking water wells in the canter of town 

r 

#4 The unhygienic slum section of town {gypsies) 

#5 The school / 

:#6 The animal cemetery 
#7 The human cemetery 
4 #8 The Communist center 
#9 The ^community store, restaurant and inn 
#10 The House of Culture and the theatre 

• t . 

#11$ The grain mill 

' : '■•is • • ■ 


Enclosure A. Sketch of Crlhalma 
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